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GATHERING
Music for Gathering
Announcements
HYMN*

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

H-240

CALL TO WORSHIP
John 1:1, 14a (NRSV)
In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.
Opening Prayer
Lighting of the Christ Candle

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE
Scripture Reading
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (NRSV)
2
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

1

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
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HYMN*

Joy to the World
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Children’s Message
Vocal Solo

O Holy Night

Scripture Reading
John 1:1-5, 14-18 (NRSV)
1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it. . . .
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried
out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God
the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.
HYMN*

Away in a Manger

2
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Scripture Reading
Luke 2:1-18 (NRSV)
1
In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they
were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And
she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those
whom he favors!”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them.
3

Sermon
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I commit myself to God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I set my heart upon Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I place my trust in the Holy Spirit,
the holy church universal,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen.
RESPONSE

Gloria Patri
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Invitation to Holy Communion
Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance
Presentation of Our Gifts
RESPONSE*

The Doxology
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THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

F-2257

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.**
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.
Prayer Following Communion

GOING FORTH
HYMN*

Silent Night
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Dismissal with Blessing and Postlude*
** ”Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” is
more accurately translated as “save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.”
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TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN
●
●
●
●
●

●

Relax! God put the wiggle in children; don’t feel you have to
suppress those wiggles in God’s house.
Consider sitting toward the front where it is easier for your
little ones to engage.
Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of the
pastors, musicians, and leaders.
Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses. Children
learn by mimicking you.
If you have to leave the sanctuary with your child, feel free
to do so, but please come back. As Jesus said, “Let the
children come to me.”
If you need or want some time to yourself, there is a
nursery available during each service. It is located in Room
205 at the south end of the church. Our ushers and
greeters will be happy to direct you.

TO THE LARGER CONGREGATION
●
●

●
●

Remember that the presence of children is a gift of hope
for the future.
Remember that the way we welcome children in worship
directly affects the way they think about the church,
Christianity, and even God.
Let children know that they are at home in God’s house.
A smile of encouragement is always welcome to parents
with small, active children.

FEEL FREE TO REMAIN SEATED
If, for any reason (health, comfort, personal preference, etc.),
you need/prefer to remain seated throughout the service,
please do so. Don’t give into peer pressure. You be you!
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
Please note that bold type indicates congregational
participation. An asterisk (*) indicates that you are invited to
stand as you are able. “H” stands for The United Methodist
Hymnal (blue book); “F” stands for The Faith We Sing (black
book); and “W” stands for Worship and Song (green book).

CLOSING CREDITS
Anna Gugler, Kristy Engle, and Magda Meneley, Piano
Andrea Purvis and Maren Meneley, Vocal Soloists
Green Family, Nancy Kelly and Chantay Porter, Advent Candles
John Purvis and Beth Holmes, Liturgists
Tyler Green and Miller Unruh, Sound
Braden Adams and Sam Burton, Slides

CONTACT INFORMATION
John Collins, Pastor
620-252-9622 (Mobile) — john@revcollins.com
Pam Simpson, Office Administrator
Phone: 785-263-2623 — office@abilenefirstumc.org
Wendy Robinson, Director of Children and Youth Ministries
wendy@abilenefirstumc.org
Clark Williamson, Director of Music Ministries
clark@abilenefirstumc.org
Pam Jackson, Parish Visitor
parishvisitor@abilenefirstumc.org
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